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To The Unreached

in San Pedro de Macoris

Dominican Republic

WE HAVE MOVED TO A DIFFERENT HOME
We appreciate your continued prayers for our family. We recently have been
struggling with some illness which has forced us to relocate to another house.
As many of you know, the Dominican Republic is known for sugar cane. Our old
house was backed up to the processing plant. Both from the processing of the
cane as well as the semi-trucks bringing in their loads our house was constantly
filled with dust and ash. The combination of the two ended up being too much
for both Sarah and Sam. We had to administer breathing treatments for both of
them. At one point we went to the emergency room with Sarah because her
breathing was so labored. We appreciate your prayers! Thankfully both of them
are much better in the new house.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
God has a sense of humor. When we arrived in August of last year we had
envisioned what ministry would be here. We learned very quickly that due to
covid things would look much different than we anticipated. We are still
working under some stringent restrictions, but things seem to be easing little by
little. Currently, we are under a mask mandate, social distancing mandate, as
well as a mandated curfew.  We have to be in our homes by 7 p.m. during the
week and 5 p.m. on the weekends. I have learned to not be so focused on
"formal" ministry and in doing so God has opened up some awesome

opportunities in the community. My family came in December and stayed for a
couple of weeks. We met the caretaker for the rental property where they
stayed. His name is Armando. Armando and I started talking about the Lord,
and he expressed the desire to deepen his walk. I asked him if he would like me

to sit with him and teach him and he is very excited.  His biggest challenge is his
work schedule. Pray that God will open up some holes in his schedule where we

can sit down and help him grow in his relationship with the Lord .

1  THESSALON IANS  5 :24

"Faithful is he that

calleth you, who also

will do it."
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YOUTH AND COLLEGE MINISTRY

San Pedro is nicknamed "the

city of the Holy Spirit." There

is a strong Pentecostal and

charismatic influence, along

with 7th Day Adventists and

cults such as Jehovah's

Witnesses and Mormonism.

All of these religions, coupled

with traditional Catholicism,

have left people confused

and still spiritually lost. Many

have been part of multiple

religions and churches with

this in common — either

trying to “earn” salvation or

trying to “maintain” salvation

by their works. It’s in this

darkness that there is a great

opportunity to shine the light

of the gospel - the message

of salvation by grace through

faith in Jesus Christ

- Missionary Gary Hale

Within the last several weeks we have finally been able to meet on Friday nights with

the youth and on Sunday evenings with the college-age kids. Such tremendous

opportunity and need in both areas. We love the opportunity to pour into the next

generation. We have some pretty strict rules to abide by. The kids must social

distance, wear masks, and we must finish by 6:30 p.m. on Friday, but the kids have

genuinely enjoyed getting together. Several of the youth don't have a personal

relationship with the Lord, and so it has been awesome to pour into them and talk

about the Lord. Pray that the kids see the reality of their need for Christ. We have also

just begun ministering to college-age young adults. This is another tremendous

ministry opportunity. Two weeks ago we had the opportunity to share with the group

about our time in Venezuela. We shared about how to discern the voice of the Lord

in your life, especially during tumultuous times. Currently, we are working with

another missionary couple. It has been a blessing to see God work in their lives.  

THANK YOU - WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We are still asking folks to consider being a part of our financial support team. We are

so thankful to all of you who give and support on a regular basis. It is an honor to be

the hands and feet of Jesus for you here in the Dominican Republic. If you do not

support us, please consider being a part of our support team. It is very simple. Just go

to our website www.sykesfam.org and you can find our Paypal link at the bottom of

the page. A huge thanks for the support and prayers from all of you who faithfully

give and pray every month!  

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray that we can raise additional support as soon as possible

Please pray for Jesus opportunities in our community

Please pray as we invest in lives through discipleship

Please pray for COVID restrictions to be lifted.

SEMINARY/DISCIPLESHIP
For the first time in 6 months, the government is talking about returning the

educational sector to semi-presential. What does this mean? It means that kids will

be slowly returning to school instead of doing virtual learning. This means that the

seminary ministry is more of a reality than ever. We had originally talked about

relaunching in February, but during January there were extensive cases of Covid and

we went under a very stringent curfew for about a month. We had to be in by 5 p.m.

during the week and noon on the weekends. Please pray for this vital ministry. This is

the fine-tuning and the nuts and bolts of giving men and women the spiritual tools

they need to reach others for Christ. Pray for a smooth relaunch in a couple of

mohths.

NEW PODCAST
Be sure to check out visionlife365.org. You will not be disappointed! We launched a
new podcast to be a blessing to missionaries, pastors, and laypeople. We talk about
ministry and investing in lives. You are sure to be challenged and you might even
laugh now and then!


