
Good evening, praying friends!   
"I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
request with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now." (Philippians 1:3-5) We 
are so grateful for your faithful prayers and participation in the Lord's work. This month we celebrate 
30 years of ministry here in Brazil. You are a blessing to us and we praise the Lord for you!  

 

We have had some very full weeks and are rejoicing in God's direction and tender care as we 

continue to serve Him. At the beginning of November we were blessed to witness the civil marriage 

of one of the new convert couples from Tamarana. Vanderlei and Cristina have been together for 16 

years, but after they got saved they wanted to get married to honor God. We were so pleased to be 

able to celebrate this special event with them. It was also a great testimony to their family and 

friends. There is a baptismal service planned for next week and Cristina is planning on following the 

Lord in believer's baptism. Please pray with us for Vanderlei's spiritual growth and desire to follow 

the Lord completely, and for this couple as they continue to grow in Christ. 

 

It is the rainy season here and we have had some severe storms pass through causing a lot of 

damage. Two of our families from Tamarana had wind damage to their farms and one family lost 

part of their roof! That has been fixed now and we are thankful for God's provision and His care for 

these young believers.  

 

In mid-November we were able to participate in a mission conference here in Londrina. It was a 

special blessing for Annette to be able to encourage the ladies with a devotional study about God's 

leading in our lives. The ladies were so gracious and several shared how they had been struggling in 

the area of submission to God and following His lead in their lives. She was encouraged to hear that 

the Bible study was a help to these ladies. 

 

Also in mid-November we received the news that another one of Annette's brothers passed 

away. His family had distanced themselves from the rest of the family for some years. They chose to 

not have a funeral service, but the remaining siblings (there are six left) had a video call and shared 
their memories and encouraged one another. Annette was able to share her faith in Christ with them 
again, so that was a blessing for her. We don't know that her brother Steven ever put his trust in 
Christ, but we are thankful that we had several opportunities to give him the Gospel through the 
years. We know that God is in control and does all according to His Will. He has given comfort and 
we trust Him to continue to work in the hearts of Steven's family.   

 

Our missionary colleagues, David and Geri Smith, are taking a short furlough so we are helping at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Londrina during their absence. Annette and I are both 
teaching Sunday school and helping with some other projects - specifically their new annex building 
which will house Sunday school rooms, an office, and a pastoral apartment.  

 

We are still waiting for parts of the blueprints, but enough has been approved to allow us to lay 
bricks for the wall surrounding the lot, and clear the piece of land for digging the holes for the 

foundation. The rains both help and hinder - it helped loosen some deep roots so we could remove a 

tree that was right in front of the entrance to the lot, but now the rains have made most of the lot a 

nice sized mud pit! But as we wait, it has given us several days to make visits and encourage the 

people here, plus do some discipleship with the young Christians. 

The construction is all being done by volunteer labor, so it has not moved ahead fast, but there is 
steady progress and we thank the Lord for His wisdom and guidance in this new construction 
project. 



 

We pray that you have a blessed and joy-filled Christmas as we celebrate our Savior's birth. Thank 
you for your faithful prayers and partnership with us through these years together in ministry! 
In His service, Ray and Annette 
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"Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."  (Philippians 3:13,14) 

 


