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THE SLOW FADE
This letter is not much of a ministry update, although God is doing some
incredible things in the Dominican Republic. This letter is a bit of a window into
my soul and hopefully a challenge for each to count the cost of following Jesus.

To be very clear from the beginning of this letter. I have no regrets for following
Jesus with all of my heart. God's process of sanctification and growth has taken
us on a journey to Venezuela and the Dominican Republic. We have seen His
divine protection in every aspect of life. We can talk for hours and hours about
how often God provided medicine for us in Venezuela when we desperately
needed it or how God has protected us while driving in the Dominican.

Currently, I (Jason) am confronted with the reality of being a disciple of Jesus. I
have read Luke 14:26 probably hundreds of times as a believer, but I am learning
what it means to live it.

“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my
disciple.” (Luke 14:26)

A careful study of the passage reveals that this is not literal hate but that our
love for God should supersede our love for our earthly families. It means
following God even when it pulls us away from the ones we love.

For the past several years I have seen my dad's mental health begin to decline.

1  THESSALON IANS  5 :24

"Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also

will do it."
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San Pedro is nicknamed "the

city of the Holy Spirit." There

is a strong Pentecostal and

charismatic influence, along

with 7th Day Adventists and

cults such as Jehovah's

Witnesses and Mormonism.

All of these religions, coupled

with traditional Catholicism,

have left people confused

and still spiritually lost. Many

have been part of multiple

religions and churches with

this in common — either

trying to “earn” salvation or

trying to “maintain” salvation

by their works. It’s in this

darkness that there is a great

opportunity to shine the light

of the gospel - the message

of salvation by grace through

faith in Jesus Christ

- Missionary Gary Hale

Currently, we are in the U.S. for an abbreviated visit (less than 2 months) so that we
could spend time together as a family and renew our passports. After this visit, I am
unsure how much longer my dad will remember my name. My dad's cognitive decline
has taken a sharp turn in the last several months, which has presented a challenge to
my mom as his caretaker as well as to us children.

Although Dad can still take care of his most basic needs, the hands of time are ticking
and each day a small part of my dad dies.

Why am I sharing this with you? I am sharing this because I want to share that
following Jesus is not easy but it is worth it! Following Jesus is not just a big "one-time"
decision, but lots of little decisions in between. 

PRAYER REQUESTS...
Please pray that we can raise additional support as soon as possible

Please pray that we receive our passports soon. (We had to renew)

Please pray as we invest in lives through discipleship

Pray for a new believer friends who are growing in their faith (Vicente and Milady)

This picture on the right may not seem like
much to you, but it is a world of emotion for
me. I see my dad, who becomes more and
more child-like every day. I see my mom's smile
but I know that below that smile there is a
world of uncertainty.

I am not sure that my dad is a follower of Jesus,
which makes things a little more challenging.
We have shared our faith. We live our faith. Our
only hope is that the Holy Spirit convicts his
heart and he sees his need for a relationship
with Jesus.

How would I summarize this letter? I would summarize in a few simplistic ways. First,
Jesus is worth it! I hurt for my dad and mom. I support the best I can from a distance,
but I know God has a clear call on my life, and there is nothing like following Him.
There is nothing special or spiritual about us, we are simple followers of Jesus!
Secondly, count the cost! No matter who you are, there is always a cost to being a
disciple of Jesus. For my family and me, it is our current situation with my dad. For you,
it may be something completely different. Jesus is worth it! Thirdly, please make this
situation a matter of prayer. Often, when missionaries speak of support, our minds
automatically go toward financial support. In these moments, I am asking you to join
me in prayer support. Pray for my dad's spiritual condition. Pray for my mom as she is in
the continuing process of transition from spouse to caregiver. Prayer for my siblings
and we navigate the uncertain waters ahead and try to help mom as she faces new
daily challenges. We know that dad could continue to live for several more years. We
also know that he knows us a little bit less every day.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I hope I have communicated my heart
in a transparent yet understandable way. I realize we all face these issues in one way or
another. There is something very comforting as a missionary knowing that we have
folks back home holding the lines for us especially during difficult and emotional times
like this. We know that God is faithful! Not only have we read about it in His word, but
we have experienced it in our life. We also know that deep down God knows the
condition of my dad's heart. He is the Great Physician and He knows how to get
through to my dad's heart like none other! Please continue to pray with us!


