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To The Unreached
in San Pedro de Macoris

Dominican Republic

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
Greetings from the Dominican Republic! We want to wish every one of you a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! We are excited to share with you some
of the things God is doing here in the Dominican. 

Our family is doing well. We just had the privilege of spending Christmas with
my wife's family. They came down to be with us for approximately a week. It
was great for all of us to spend time with them. As a missionary dad, moments
like this are exciting because my kids sacrifice time with family to be involved in
missions and so it is always a treat when they come to visit us. 

Ministry is going well. We have a couple of weeks of rest between Christmas and
New Years. Sarah has been discipling a few girls from the Christian School
where she teaches. We have seen the girls grow spiritually which is exciting.
Each of them face challenges with their home lives that makes spiritual growth
challenging for them, but the are faithful to meet with Sarah after school every
week. We have started our own little "bus route" on Sunday mornings picking
some of the girls up to bring them to church. Please pray for their continued
growth as well as opportunities to be able to minister in their homes as well.

Sarah and I are also discipling a Venezuelan couple through video chat on a
weekly basis. Please pray for Fran and Sol. They left Venezuela a couple of years
ago and moved to Chile. They have faced some spiritual challenges and so we
are walking along side them and encouraging them from the Word! They have
tender hearts and we see God's hand at work.

1  THESSALON IANS  5 :24

"Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also

will do it."
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San Pedro is nicknamed "the

city of the Holy Spirit." There

is a strong Pentecostal and

charismatic influence, along

with 7th Day Adventists and

cults such as Jehovah's

Witnesses and Mormonism.

All of these religions, coupled

with traditional Catholicism,

have left people confused

and still spiritually lost. Many

have been part of multiple

religions and churches with

this in common — either

trying to “earn” salvation or

trying to “maintain” salvation

by their works. It’s in this

darkness that there is a great

opportunity to shine the light

of the gospel - the message

of salvation by grace through

faith in Jesus Christ

- Missionary Gary Hale

Another new and exciting ministry update is that we are doing a revamp and
relaunch of our seminary/institute in February. I have been given the
opportunity to sit down with many of the Dominicans and asked how we could
improve our program. The most consistent answer was to give them the tools
for hands on ministry through a discipleship atmosphere. Part of ministering in
a new culture is not just learning the language, it is also learning to present
things in a way that is practical and understandable to the national. We are
embracing a more discipleship oriented atmosphere where we can give people
the basic tools for living and sharing their faith. We have divided the program
into four levels with each level building on the previous. So far the response has
been one of excitement and anticipation. At the most fundamental the Great
Commission is making disciples who make disciples. Pleas pray for us as we
step into this new structure. 

PRAYER REQUESTS...
Please pray that we can raise additional support as soon as possible

Pray for a new believer friends who are growing in their faith

Pray for the people we are currently discipling

As I begin closing this letter, I would ask that you continue to pray for my family
back in the United States. Please pray specifically for my Mom and Dad. My Dad's
mental health continues to decline. Physically, his numbers are good, but every
day he becomes more and more detached from reality. God has given grace in
this. Mom is treating this like a part of her sanctification and spiritual growth
process. Every day she learns more and more about trusting God on a deeper
level. My dad has never had a clear testimony of his salvation. He faithfully put us
through Christian school, but there has never been a marked change in his life. I
am not the Holy Spirit and only He knows the condition of my dad's heart. As my
dad's mind continues to slip, I feel that the opportunity for him to understand
the gospel fades. Deep down he has heard the truth over and over again. He has
seen my sister and her family as well as myself and my family live out our faith
and discipleship in front of him. Please pray with us!

Finally, thank you for your faithfulness! Thank you for both the prayer and
financial support you have given us! We are honored to represent you here in the
Dominican Republic. Lives ARE being changed for God's glory and we have the
opportunity to be a part of investing in those lives. Please continue to pray for us.
We also encourage you to come visit. We have a tremendous multi-faceted
ministry that will encourage you and challenge you...and who knows, you may
end up coming down to minister WITH us!

If you do not financially support us, would you consider it? We are thankful for
the new partners who have joined our support team this year. How about you?
We do what we do through the generous gifts of God's people. Since leaving
Venezuela, we have needed to raise more support both to meet the economic
level of the Dominican Republic versus Venezuela, as well as compensate for
inflation. God has been faithful! We ask that you prayerfully consider financially
supporting our family and then come to visit us and meet in person the people
whose lives are being changed as a result of your investment!


